
 

Messenger The September 2011 

A DAY OF MUSICAL 
BLESSINGS 

As the direct result of the dedication 
and hard work of numerous people over 
several years – and to your generosity – 
our new Peragallo pipe organ is now installed 
and beginning its service as part of the wor-
ship and music ministries of our church.  This 

organ is a custom-designed state-of-the-art pipe organ that combines the best of old 
time pipes and modern digital and fiber optics technology.  The organ includes 62 ranks 
(rows) of pipes – playing from 5 divisions playable from a low profile three manual and 
pedal French tier key desk.  It even has the latest in Wi-Fi technology with a small, re-
mote one keyboard console that can be moved anywhere in the sanctuary to allow the 
organist to be seated with an orchestra when large choral works are done. 

On Sunday, September 18 we will celebrate with dedication services for the organ at 
the 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services.  Participants in the dedication services 
will include our current organist Thomas Marshall, the combined sanctuary and chancel 
choirs with handbells, directed by Richard Sowers, director of music.   

Later that day at 3:00 p.m., we will continue the celebration with a dedicatory con-
cert.  The guest organist will be Dr. Kimberly Marshall, an internationally acclaimed or-
ganist and professor of music at Arizona State University.  In addition to her proficiency 
as an organist, Dr. Marshall accompanies her concerts of this type with narrative high-
lighting the features and capabilities of the organ as they relate to the work she is play-
ing.  Additionally, Dr. Marshall will lead an organ masterclass for William & Mary students 
on Friday, September 16 from noon until 1:30 p.m., and everyone is welcome to attend 
this informal and informative session. 

New York concert artist Joanna Curtis, Hal and Lovee Curtis’s niece, will sing Mozart’s 
―Exsultate Jubilate‖ as an example of how our new organ will function as worship and 
concert accompaniment for singers.  Joanna will also sing in the morning dedication ser-
vices. 

This concert is open to the public and a large attendance is expected.  Please plan 
to COME EARLY in order to find a seat in the sanctuary.  Additional parking will be 
available across the street at Phi Beta Kappa Hall.  Child care will be provided for the 
concert.   A reception will be held in Fellowship Hall after the concert. 



 

EveryOne in Ministry:  
Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts 

By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 
 

Among Jesus’ last words to his disciples were to go to all nations and share the good news of the 
risen Christ.  As the disciples began this task, they encountered the very real presence of the Holy Spirit 
during the festival of Pentecost.  The presence of the Holy Spirit empowered them to fulfill Jesus’ com-
mand to give witness to their transforming experiences with the living Christ.  Spending their time and 
energy in the Christian movement led them to discover their own unique gifts.  

The apostle Paul urged the first Christians to use their gifts and to value the variety of gifts among 
them:  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in eve-
ryone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).  
What are these ―gifts‖ of which Paul speaks?  And how are they related to ―talents‖? 

Every person is born with natural talents, whether for athletics, music, arithmetic, mechanics, or 
something else altogether.  Talents are those abilities that seem to ―come naturally.‖  Sometimes we 
confuse talents with spiritual gifts.  They can seem very similar, because both refer to an exceptional 
ability to do something.  Natural abilities may mirror gifts, but there are some differences. Spiritual gifts 
are used to glorify God and serve others. 

One way to distinguish whether an ability is a talent or a spiritual gift is to consider the purpose and 
the results.  Does the ability serve others and glorify God?  Spiritual gifts will have a ―yes‖ answer to 
both of these questions.  Acquired skills and expertise can be used to serve others and glorify God as 
well.  Public speaking, writing, and expertise in computers, graphic arts or audio/video technology can 
all have a place serving within the body of Christ.  When we serve each other out of love for God it is a 
selfless act and builds up the church, the body of Christ.  And it strengthens us so we can serve not 
only those who are inside the church, but also those who are outside the church. 

I read a story about a woman who had taught Sunday school for many years who received an unex-
pected letter one day from a young man in a hospital.  ―You probably don’t remember me,‖ he wrote, 
―but I visited your Sunday school class when I was staying with my grandparents during the summer of 
1978.  You were kind to me.  Because of you, I became a Christian, and my faith has been very impor-
tant to me, especially now that I have been diagnosed with cancer.  So I just wanted to write and tell 
you, ―Thanks.‖  The woman didn’t remember the young man at all, but she went back and searched 
through her 1978 diary.  She came across this notation:  We had a visitor in class today.  He was a 
handful.  Couldn’t sit still.  I sat beside him and gave him some extra attention.  Don’t know whether I 
did him any good or not.  That woman used what Paul called a ―spiritual gift.‖  This teacher’s kind, at-
tentive care of the visiting young boy contributed more than she had ever guessed in building the child 
into a man, as he grew from being a seeker into a faithful follower of Christ. 

Here at Williamsburg UMC, we believe that every Christian has received a gift from God.  Together 
we have ―varieties of gifts,‖ and each one is as valuable as the other.  As new members join this con-
gregation, we ask them to support the church with their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  
At the same time, all other members renew their own commitment to the five areas in support of the 
church.  As we begin this fall season in the church, we are launching a new program, EveryOne in Min-
istry.  A brochure is available for use by everyone in identifying their gifts or to offer their gifts to be 
used in service to God.  Please read through the brochure.  Pray about the various areas of ministry.  
Take seriously those areas in which you sense God is leading.  

To be an effective church requires that as many members of our congregation as possible get in 
touch with their spiritual gifts and use them to glorify God and to serve others.  Most of the time, our 
spiritual gifts are what we’re good at doing.  Maybe someone’s singing will be his or her spiritual gift.  



 

Thoughts from Allie 
This October, I will lead a four week study: The Bible, the UMC, and Homosexuality. 

I’m writing about this now because I want you all to have a chance to think about it.  It’s no secret that 
the subject of homosexuality has the potential to stir up an enormous amount of controversy, both inside and 
outside church walls.  But that fact makes it all the more important to talk about.  Homosexuality is a big is-
sue facing all mainline Protestant denominations today, and it’s not going away.  So instead of keeping quiet 
as we watch controversy unfold around us, let’s talk about it together as a faith community. 

April 2012 will bring the next General Conference of the United Methodist Church.  Representatives from 
all corners of the global church will come together to make decisions that affect us all.  Homosexuality has 
had a place in debate at each GC ever since 1972. Questions we have sought to answer as a church include: 
is homosexuality compatible with Christian teaching?   Can we formally agree to disagree?  What’s our stance 
on discrimination against gays and lesbians?  What do we do about marriage and the blessing of same-sex 
unions?   May openly gay persons be ordained?  The answers to these questions, as they have been voted on 

and approved at each GC, frame existing church policy and legislation.  But the debate is far from 
over.  Several annual conferences have already approved resolutions concerning homosexuality to 
be sent to GC in 2012.  Existing policies may be upheld, or new ones may be voted in. 

The four-week study will be based upon the Wesleyan Quadrilateral.  We as Methodists understand 
faith as deriving from four sources (―sides‖): Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason.  We will 

spend each session looking at a different side of the Quadrilateral and how that side informs our 
Christian/Methodist understanding of homosexuality. 

The goal for this study isn’t to promote a particular viewpoint; it is to be in holy conversation 
about an important topic.  It’s my hope that people from all ends of the spectrum will par-

ticipate, as well as people who are still deciding what they believe.  I’ll seek to pre-
sent multiple viewpoints as well as to honor them in conversation.  I want us to 

have a safe space to explore what we believe as United Methodists—officially and un-
officially—and why. 

So—no matter what your thoughts on homosexuality—mark 
your calendars for the first four Monday nights in October.  

Or at least start thinking about it, and stay tuned for more. 

Another person’s gift may be ability to make the Scriptures come alive for others in a class, while for 
another it is work with the needy in a soup kitchen. 

Above all, we need to recognize that all abilities come from God.  In that sense, they are gifts and 
can be dedicated to God’s use.  What makes spiritual gifts distinct is that God owns the results. God 
gets the credit, because what is accomplished is beyond our own abilities.  Paul instructs us to present 
our bodies as a living sacrifice.  That means our whole selves – our gifts, our talents, our dreams, our 
individuality, and our resources.   

Reminder . . . 
Please keep the kitchen door closed so noise from the refrigerators will not disturb functions. 



 

Senior Pastor’s  
Wednesday Bible Study 

A Study of End-Time Teachings: Rapture, 
Antichrist, Millennium and How It Involves 

Israel 
 

Is the end of time near?  Some modern-day 
Christians and Jews called Zionists believe so, and 
they believe certain things need to occur in modern 
Israel to hasten the end.  Biblical Israel, Contempo-
rary Israel: Are they the same?  What do the Bible 
and the church say about the antichrist?  What do 
you believe?  We will explore these questions as we 

look to the Bible for an-
swers to some of the most 
controversial theological 
issues in our time.  Join us 
for the Senior Pastor’s 
Wednesday Bible Study at 
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall beginning September 7. 

 

Carrabba’s will again join our WUMC’s Respite 
Care efforts to raise funds for this program. This ef-
fort has been quite successful in previous years and 
with your help this program can continue to provide 
its much needed services.  

Join us at noon on Wednesday, October 12th at 
Carrabba’s Restaurant, 2500 Richmond Road.  Tick-
ets are on sale now.  Choose Chicken Marsala or Ti-
lapia with Caesar salad, pasta, broccoli, and mini 
dessert.  Cost is $18 per person, with 60% going to 
Respite Care. 

Sign-Ups For Music Ministries Continue 
It’s not too late to sign up for a music ministries ensemble. We are accepting applications 

for new members through September 30.  Application forms are available on the big bulletin 
board of the music suite in the basement of the church. You may take a form home to complete 
and return to the ―in box‖ found beneath the bulletin board. Or you may simply mail the completed 
form to the church at: Williamsburg UMC, Att: Music Ministries, 500 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg, VA 
23185.  

For questions about any of the ensembles please call the appropriate director for more information: 
Richard Sowers for Sanctuary Choir, Chancel Choir, Williamsburg Bach Choir, Church Orchestra, Sine Nomine 
Ringers, and the Joyful Noise Ringers; Cindy Freeman for the Carol Choir, Wesley Choir, and Canticles of 
Praise, and Tom Marshall for the Williamsburg Ringers, Covenant Ringers, and Bells of Praise. 

 

SEPTEMBER MUSIC MINISTRIES CALENDAR 

Sept. 4:  Communion Sunday; choral anthem: ―Ave Verum Corpus‖ by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Sept. 11:  10th Anniversary Observance of 911; choral anthem: ―Kyrie‖ by René Clausen 

Sept. 18:  New Organ Dedication; choral anthems: ―When In Our Music God Is Glorified‖ arranged 
by Arnold Sherman, ―Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee‖ by Ludwig van Beethoven, arranged by Alice 
Parker 

Sept. 18:  Organ Dedicatory Concert, 3:00 PM in the sanctuary; Kimberly Marshall, guest artist, 
featuring Joanna Curtis, soprano, singing ―Exsultate Jubilate‖ by Mozart accompanied by Dr. Marshall 

Sept. 25:  15th Sunday after Pentecost; choral anthem: ―Fight the Good Fight‖ by John Gardener 



 

It’s back to school time for students of all ages with many Sunday School classes 
kicking off new studies this month.  For resources to aid in your preparation and en-

hance your learning experience, our church library is the place to start.  In addition to 
the 5 excellent sets of commentaries, several concordances, topical reference works, and 

numerous versions of the Bible located in our Resource Room, within our main and new book collection you’ll 
find atlases, Bible dictionaries, Bible surveys and studies on Christian history, theology, men and women of 
the Bible and individual books.  With such a wealth of information at your fingertips, you’ll want to take ad-
vantage of the generous table and quiet atmosphere of our Resource Room to begin your exploration and 
make your selections. 

Meanwhile children can browse to their heart’s content in their very own room where col-
orful and entertaining books abound.  Remember The Little Engine That Could?  Well 
he is back in I Knew You Could with more lessons in persevering  through the twists 
and turns, ups and downs and sometimes the stops in life.  There’s no stopping Susy, 
though, who is Almost Big Enough; Lily and Salma who save their friendship in Sand-
wich Swap; or Mr. Tiffin’s class who learns  How Many Seeds In A Pumpkin.  And be 
sure to meet a most unusual student and discover How Rocket Learned To Read. 

―God be thanked for books!  They are the voices of the distant and the dead, and make us heirs of the 
spiritual life of past ages.‖—W.E. Channing 

Library News 

First Sunday  
In December 

Yes, that is traditionally the Grand Illu-
mination.  However, another traditional 
event occurs here at WUMC.  Mark your 
calendars for December 4 when the Alter-
native Giving Fair will take place in Fel-
lowship Hall.  The Fair combines two im-
portant purposes:  to encourage charitable 
giving as an alternative to our usual Christ-
mas shopping frenzy, and to communicate 
the diversity of outreach programs sup-
ported by our church.  Groups within the 
church who desire a table, contact co-
chairs John Cornett (cornettj1@cox.net) or 
Peggy Hook (hookkp@gmail.com).  We 
need to hear from you by September 15.  
Interest in the Fair has grown over the 
years and our space is limited.  The co-
chairs are also recruiting volunteers to as-
sist in advance planning or in working on 
the day of the AGF. 

Congregational Care 
By Mike Meloy 

 

We are rich with friends in Sunday 
School classes, choir, Men’s group and 
United Methodist Women.   Our circles 
provide a place of involvement and mission 
as do groups like the Tool Guys.  While we 
may know one another and be blessed by 
the fellowship of our various involvements, 
there are those who find themselves hav-
ing moved beyond our circle of care.   
There are opportunities for  our care and 
outreach to those we may know very well 
as well as those who are new to our com-
munity and church.  I would invite you to 
consider some of the many ways we may 
include those who are on the fringes of our 
church life.  It is a significant opportunity 
for us to reach out to those who need that 
touch of care.   There are many groups for 
service and ministry who need your com-
mitment.  If you have questions or  want 
further information, please call Mike Meloy 
at 229-1771, ext 357.  Blessings and 
peace. 



 

From reNEW Youth Ministry 

People often ask me about the summer months.  
The question is usually along the lines of Did you 
have a good summer with the Youth?  It’s a difficult 
question to answer.  I could do the ―numbers‖ 
thing:  I could tell you that because of ministry obli-
gations, I was home only 20 days of June, and only 
11 days in July.  I could tell you roughly how many 
miles we traveled (approximately 3200) over the 
course of how many days (24) on how many 2011 
Mission Trips (3)...  I could tell you how many peo-
ple went along (31) and how many hours they 
worked (6+ per day x 4 days per week x 31 people 
= 744+).  If I tried hard enough, I might be able to 
calculate the liters of perspiration generated (but 
that’s kind of gross) or estimate how many hours 
went into planning those trips (but then I’d have to 
decide whether or not to count the time I spent 
working out issues in my dreams).   

Even though we worked (and played) hard, 
―success‖ in 21st Century Youth Ministry isn’t re-
vealed ―by the numbers;‖ it isn’t about how far or 
how much or even how many, it’s about whether or 
not the ―seeds‖ are finding fertile soil.  If you have 
the time, I’d much rather tell you stories.  That way, 
I could tell you about the homeowners we served, 
the evenings clustered on the front porch of a 
cabin singing camp-songs, or the maturity and 
leadership that sets WUMC youth apart from so 
many others.  Or I could brag about the three 
WUMC Youth ―Alumni‖ that staffed alongside me 
for a week at Jeremiah Project: Tara Miller (W&M 
Student) as Camp Director, Chris Rudnicky (GMU 
Student) as Worship Leader and Andrew Ray 
(Liberty University Student) who flew from his fam-
ily’s new home in San Antonio, TX just to serve on 
the JP Staff.   

In years past, before email and Facebook, we 
might never know how God’s Word took root as 
―youth‖ become ―adults.‖  And although Tara, Chris 
and Andrew no longer worship regularly at WUMC, 
they are part of our family and part of our story.  
And we are part of theirs, too.   

The new season of reNEW Youth Ministry 
events unofficially begins as we attend the Inter-
faith 9/11 Remembrance Service, and we officially 
―kick off‖ on September 18 when our traditional 
Parking Lot Potluck takes a new twist.  Wide Open 
Wednesdays will resume on September 14 and we’ll 

Stephen Ministry 
Divorce, a death in the family, or losing a job-

-crises can be overwhelming!  A Stephen Minister 
is ready and willing to care for you or a friend 

during difficult times like these. 

Interfaith Prayer 
Service  

 

Remembrance, Reconciliation 
and Restoration 

 

Sunday, September 11 
7:00 p.m. 

  
Walsingham Academy Upper School 

McCauley Hall 
1100 Jamestown Road, Williamsburg 

 

presented by clergy from 
Saint Bede Catholic Church, Temple Beth El,  

Saint Stephen Lutheran Church,  
Stone House Presbyterian Church,  
Hickory Neck Episcopal Church,  

Williamsburg United Methodist Church,  
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church,  

Wellspring United Methodist Church 
  

and also by 
William and Mary Muslim Student Organization 

& The Muslim Community  

begin a new ―Christian Themes‖ study with Joan of 
Arcadia.  Football ―tailgate parties‖ are in the works, 
and we’ve also got new things in various stages of 
planning, including: Wilderness Weekend, One Night 
without a Home, and something else I’m calling 
Small Rebellions.  Keep up with reNEW Youth Minis-
try on Facebook at facebook.com/WUMCYouth. 
 

reNEW Youth Ministry:  
 

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth 
of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

ReNEW Youth Ministry in September! 



 

BREAD FOR THE WORLD’S 2011  

OFFERING OF LETTERS 
 

One billion people around the world live in poverty and go hungry each day. 

On Sunday, October 2, the United Methodist Women will conduct a Bread for the World’s Offering of Let-
ters campaign at the Crossroads Table.  Please come by and sign a letter to be sent to our Congressmen or 
Senators asking them to make the United States Foreign Assistance Program more efficient and effective in 
lifting the hungry people throughout the world out of poverty. 

The goal is to cut in half the number of people living on less than $1 a day, by providing food as well as 
programs and resources for food cultivation.   

Come be a part of this effort to help our nation move closer to our goal of ending hunger. 

Come by the Crossroads Table on Sunday, September 25, to see the Bread for the World’s Offering of 
Letters display. 

STOP HUNGER NOW 
Did you know that . . . 

Over 1 billion people, including one out of seven people in the develop-
ing world, suffers from hunger. 

More people die each year from hunger related causes than AIDS, ma-
laria and tuberculosis combined. 

Under-nutrition is associated with more than half of all childhood 
deaths. 

There is enough food in the world to feed everyone 4.3 pounds of food 
every day. 

World hunger is surmountable 

Stop Hunger Now is a volunteer-based packaging program that plays a significant role in feeding 
the world.  It has provided meals to 79 countries worldwide.  

The assembly process combines rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables and a flavoring mix including 21 es-
sential vitamins and minerals into small meal packages.  These meal packages are sent around the 
world to people suffering from severe hunger.  The food stores easily, transports quickly and has a 
shelf-life of five years. 

How can YOU help? 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church and Williamsburg Presbyterian Church will be hosting a Stop Hun-
ger Now meal packaging event on Saturday, October 1, from 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. at Williamsburg 
Presbyterian Church.  This inter-denominational and inter-generational event is a fun, hands-on and re-
warding experience for anyone of any age.  Bring the whole family!!! 

We need involvement from you!  Contributions and sign-ups to help will take place throughout 
the month of September.  Look for more information in the September bulletins and come to the  Cross-
roads Table on September 11 to sign up as a volunteer and to leave your donations.  Make out checks to 
the WUMC and write Stop Hunger Now in the memo. 

For more information or to volunteer please contact Marilyn Johnson (229-8964) or Linda Rhodes (741-
0041). 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
September 2011 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 
Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, September 6, at 9:45 a.m., Room 309, followed 

by lunch at a local restaurant.  The speaker will be Debbie Lewis talking about the School of Chris-

tian Missions in July. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, September 6, at 1:30 p.m., Chambrel Activities Room.  Program will 
be Haiti study from the School of Christian Mission. 
 

Susannah Wesley Circle – Wednesday, September 7, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  The meeting 

program will be on book reviews. 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, September 12, at 9:30 a.m.  Meet for social time, followed by 
10:00 a.m. meeting in Room 171.   
 

Friendship Circle  – Monday, September 12, at 10:30 a.m. in Room 309. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, September 12 at 10:30 a.m. in Ballroom at Windsor Hall.  Pro-
gram will be given by Tabitha Wicker, Recreational Therapist who will explain the Volunteer Pro-

gram and Beth Campbell, Social Worker, who will discuss her responsibilities. 
 

Carol Scott Circle  – Tuesday, September 13, at 1:00 p.m. in the church den. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, September 13, at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  The speaker will be 
Debbie Lewis talking about the School of Christian Missions.  The October meeting will be dis-

cussed as we tie all projects together for the bazaar. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, September 20, at 10:30 a.m., second floor, Studio 

200, Williamsburg Landing Building. 
 

Important Date to Remember 
UMW Membership Event (an Un-Birthday Party), Sunday, September 25, from 2:00 p.m. -4:00 

p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about all 
the ministries and other activities that you or 
your family may be interested in joining!!  We 
have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Do you have an 
article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an arti-
cle for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles sub-
mitted should be typed or neatly printed, and lim-
ited to a 1/2 page in length.  All articles are subject 
to editing, without notice, for content and grammar. 

E-mail articles to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any ques-
tions, please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

United Methodist Men will kick off the 2011-2012 year with a breakfast on Saturday, 
September 10, in Fellowship Hall at 8:00 a.m. All are welcome to attend, and new 
members are particularly welcome. The cost is $5.00. Our speaker is Terry Jacobs of 
Dream Catchers, a therapeutic horse back riding facility for children.  For reservations, 
contact Charley Skillman csskillmanjr@cox.net or 258-4930 by Monday, September 5. 

On September 12, Peter Morgan will initiate a series of Monday evening meetings to 
discuss the book ―Toward a Christian View of a Scientific World‖ by George L. Murphy. 
Murphy is a graduate of Ohio University, has a PhD from Johns Hopkins and a divinity 
degree from Wartburg Theological Seminary. The discussion group will meet in the Den 
(on the first floor of the Church across from the sanctuary) from  7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Please contact Peter Morgan at morganpm@cox.net or (220-4749) if you would like to 

attend. Peter has copies of the book available for $11 per copy. 

UMM is planning to assemble a team for the Alzheimer’s Memory Walk this fall. More details will follow at 
the September 10 meeting. 

Dick Spaulding has retired as the person to take reservations for breakfast meetings. Thanks to Dick for 
faithfully doing this job for many years.  Charley Skillman has graciously agreed to take over this job. 

We recently contributed $4,500.00 of Harbour Scholarship funds to five divinity students, including a 
member of our congregation and a student in India. The disbursement of these funds to worthy 
students makes the hard work of UMM very worthwhile. 

If you have not already paid your dues for 2010 (calendar year), please contact Peter Mor-
gan. 

We look forward to the active participation of all men in the Church in UMM. Please con-
tact Bob Spencer, John Tressler or Peter Morgan if you need any information. 

NEW this year for the Bazaar 
This year the new items for you to ―view only‖ will be Nativity 

Scenes.  They will be displayed in the Church Den and a fee of $2.00 
will allow you to observe many unusual ones.  We have scenes from 
many countries that belong to our church members and they have al-
lowed us to display them.  We have two door prizes that you could win.  
We are planning on all friends, neighbors, and church members stop-
ping by this unique display.  The Williamsburg Landing Circle will over-
see this room. 

Remember if you have not started looking through items you have stored for years, now is the time.  
Each booth can take more of your white elephants, lamps, purses, scarves, any holiday decorations, nice lin-
ens, off tea cups and saucers, MARBLES and silent auction items (this is our biggest money maker) which 

allow UMW to donate to many organizations. 

Next month (October) we will list many items that the Bake Sale Booth is counting on 
you to donate.  Methodist Women are known for their cooking and baking talent so begin 
looking for those special recipes.  Carol Scott Circle members will be in charge of this booth. 

The dates for accepting donations for September are:  9, 16, 23, & 30.  We will be in 
Room 303 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on these dates.  Furniture may be donated on November 4 
and not before! 

As always, if you have any questions concerning the November 5 Bazaar, you may contact Charlotte Cop-
ley (258-4809) or Ruth Simpson (229-2070). 

mailto:csskillimanjr@cox.net
mailto:morganpm@cox.net


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of 
those who have passed away during the month 

of August: 

Mary Boyd, mother of Sandy Crawford 

Uarda Creech, mother of Jonathan Creech 

Jackie Gordon 

Pauline Iverson 

Joe Linington 

Helen Reynolds, mother of Deborah Peters 

Charles D. Stockton, brother-in-law of Bishop and 
Mrs. Hasbrouck Hughes 

Work continues and progress is being made 
thanks to the support of our membership and their 
generous gifts to our church. 

 

Speaking of Gifts — How Critical are 
Pledges?? 

Each year in September and October, the Board 
of Trustees assembles a ―wish list‖ of projects we 
are facing that must be prioritized and presented to 
the Finance Committee hopefully to be placed in the 
new year’s operating budget.  Some of the items 
will probably be cut or delayed as all ministries are 
also making requests.   

 

We would like for you to see major projects 
that need to be addressed. 

 

1. Repair work to our ceiling in the sanctuary — 
estimated cost is $15,000 

2. Replacement of sanctuary carpet (25 years old) 
— estimated cost is $18,000 

3. Change over from oil to heat pumps at the par-
sonage — estimated cost is $15,000 

4. Parking lot repairs — estimated cost is $15,000 

5. Replace carpet in some classrooms on the 2nd 
floor of our educational wing — estimated cost 
is $12,000 to include Lee Munden’s request 

6. Repairs needed to the air intake exchange lo-
cated in our steeple — estimated cost is $4,500 

7. Beginning to implement some of the recom-
mendations from our facilities energy audit — 
estimated cost is $25,000 

 

Something New — Leased Parking 

The Trustees have authorized six parking places 
for lease during the school year.  We will not adver-
tise but will have available if requests come in.  The 
hours under our agreement will be Monday thru Fri-
day from 6:00 a.m. to 6 p.m.  No evening or week-
end parking will be permitted.  Each applicant se-
lected will be required to make a $500 donation to 
the church for the school year. 

 

Chiller Motor Replaced 

We have replaced the motor on our chiller unit 
next to the children’s play area.  We hope for much 
quieter sounds from the change.  Our chiller unit 

provides air conditioning for our sanctuary and 
Wesley hall.  The cost was $2,500. 

 

New Doors 

Soon you will see new glass doors leading into 
the administration office.  This will allow the staff to 
close the doors when much activity is taking place, 
but will still allow them to monitor comings and go-
ings from our parking lot area. 

From the Trustees Corner . . .  

Starting this Month . . . 
Methodism in Williamsburg 

A new Mini-series about the History of our Church 
and Methodism in Williamsburg 

 
1739 

In December 1739, George Whitefield (1714-
1770), a friend and rival of John Wesley, preached 
in Bruton Parish Church.  This was Williamsburg’s 
first encounter with the evangelical revival in the 
Church of England that would later result in the 
formation of the Methodist Church.  Whitefield 
created no stir in heavily Episcopalian Williams-
burg, and there is no evidence suggesting that the 
city’s first Methodists were ever affiliated with that 
church. 

 

Stay tuned for more of the story of Methodism in 
Williamsburg! 



 

 

ECMS Parents: Laura Broderick, Liz Cox, Terri Harris, Summers 
Henderson, and Debbie Kukla 
 

ECMS Staff: Tamara Carver and Cindy Freeman 
 

Church Members: Mary Jo Bennett, Judy Craft, Carl Freeman, 
Ken Lewis (who contributed 5 days) and Ed Overton 

 

Classroom 101 is now clean, freshly painted, carpeted, and ready for 

a new school year!  Come and check it out! 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
MUSIC SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Registration for Early Childhood Music School  

Fall Classes – Limited spaces available 
 

Early Childhood Music School fall classes for 
children ages 2 months through 8 years will begin 
the week of September 12.  Morning and evening 
class times are offered.  The school nurtures chil-
dren’s natural musical instincts while encouraging 
creativity, motor development, and literacy through 
singing, movement, listening, and playing instru-
ments.  Keyboard classes for children 6-8 years old 
are available Mondays at 4:30 p.m. and Tuesdays at 
6:00 p.m.  Childcare at a nominal fee will be offered 
for siblings of Thursday morning infants.  For regis-
tration information contact Cindy Freeman at (229-
1771 X108).   

 

Keyboard Classes for Young-at-Heart Adults 

Beginning and continuing keyboard classes 
for adults are now offered by ECMS.  These group 
piano classes are designed to encourage recrea-
tional piano playing in a relaxed setting. If you have 
ever wanted to play the piano, here is a great place 
to start!  The Tuesday morning class (9:45 a.m. – 
10:45 a.m.) is for beginners 
and the Wednesday class 
(2:30 – 3:30 p.m.) is for in-
termediate students.  A senior 
discount is offered. Contact 
Cindy Freeman at (229-1771 
X108). 

Shepherd’s Fold 
Shepherd's Fold is a lay ministry maintaining 

connections between the congregation and the 
homebound through visits, greeting cards, small 
gifts, and arrangements from the altar flowers. Each 
"friend at home" is assigned a visitor from Shep-
herd's Fold who provides a contact with the church 
and is asked to visit as often as is comfortable for 
both. Once a month would be a minimum. Visitors 
call to the attention of the ministers and/or the co-
ordinator any problems and concerns at the re-
quests of the "friends at home". Participants of this 
ministry are able to touch the lives of our home-
bound members by adding a bit of sunshine to their 
day and letting them know that they are remem-
bered by their brothers and sisters in faith. This re-
warding ministry has also been the impetus for the 
development of many close and special friend-
ships.    

If you know of a homebound person who 
would benefit from these services or you wish to 
volunteer to be a visitor and/or flower deliverer, 
please contact Vikki DiToto (903-4976) for addi-
tional information.  As some of our homebound 
are gentlemen, we are in need of gentlemen 
from our congregation for this ministry.   

A huge “Thank You” goes to our  

wonderful Extreme Makeover Volunteers!! 
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Several weeks ago Bill Chatfield shared with the congregation a story from Robert 
Schnase’s book, Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. For those who were away, it 
told of an 80-year old man who was found by his friend to be planting a very small, short tree. 
The friend asked, ―What kind of tree is that?‖ ―Why that’s a peach tree,‖ he said. His friend 
said, ―You’re a crazy fool. You’ll never live to see that tree bear fruit. What do you think you’re 
doing?  The man replied, ―Somebody planted peach trees, and I love peaches. I’ve been eat-
ing peaches all my years because somebody planted peach trees. And so I am planting this 
peach tree for somebody else to enjoy the fruit of this tree in the future. Isn’t that why we are 
a church?‖ he said. 

Isn’t that why we at WUMC are a church, too?…so our children and grandchildren, our 
friends and neighbors may enjoy the fruit and come to know the love of God through Jesus 
Christ. We are planting something here for the future…a future that is so important but con-
strained by debt incurred in building our new addition. 

We thank all those who have responded to the church’s letter announcing our debt reduc-
tion campaign, and we hope those who haven’t responded will prayerfully consider their con-
tributions. Together we can turn our peach tree into an orchard. 

Debt Reduction Campaign 


